
Will you have a discussion leader? 

Who will that be? Will the discussion be led by the per-

son who chose the book? 

Be Prepared 

Do some research about the author, the setting or 

background to the book and have a few questions to 

get going with.  

You’ll find you just need a few questions to get the dis-

cussion going and the group will do the rest. 

Discussing the book 

Consider the Appeal characteristics of the book you 

are discussing; those aspects of a book that engage 

the reader and make it a good read.  

Character : good character development, believable, 

likeable 

Plot : is the story simple/complex, unpredictable, 

true story/fiction, escapist 

Language : simple/difficult, technical, documentary, 

poetic, humorous 

Place : where is the book set—in time/place 

Pace : fast-moving/leisurely, page-turner. 

Different people gravitate to different appeal charac-

teristics so what one considers a good read may be 

the deal-breaker for another. 

Useful Websites 

These websites have a variety of resources for book 

groups including how to run a group, reading suggestions 

and discussion notes. 

Goodreading Magazine is an excellent resource for 

choosing books. Book reviews rate the book and ones 

deemed suitable for book groups have RG assigned to 

them too 

http://www.goodreadingmagazine.com.au 

Book-Clubs-Resource.com :  

http://www.book-clubs-resource.com 

Reading Group Guides : 

http://www.readinggroupguides.com/content/index.asp 

LitLovers :  

http://www.litlovers.com 

Reading Group Centre :  

http://reading-group-center.knopfdoubleday.com 

Book Movement : http://www.bookmovement.com 

Online Book Clubs : Book-Clubs-Resource.com has links 

to General Interest Book Clubs and  Special Interest 

Book Clubs 

Readers in the Mist - Blue Mountains City Library’s blog 

http://readersinthemist.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

 

The Discussion 
Let everyone have a say 

Some people will have no trouble giving their opinions 

and will happily jump in with theirs but you may have to 

encourage others to speak up. Ask each member in 

turn for their thoughts. 

Just one conversation at a time. Make sure you listen 

while someone else is talking and wait your turn to say 

your piece.  

It can be difficult to get in to an established 

book group. People enjoy them so much 

they don’t leave and many book groups 

have ‘waiting lists’ for new members. 

Don’t despair, start your own.  Here are a 

few ideas to help you start your own. 

Try not to make personal attacks.  

If you haven’t enjoyed a book you should be able to 

say so without offending those who did.  

Avoid words like "awful" or "idiotic"—even "like" and 

"dislike." They don't help move discussions forward 

and can put others on the defensive. Instead, talk 

about how you felt as you read the book. 



Starting a Book Group 

Don’t wait to be invited to join someone else’s book 

group, start one of your own. It’s easy! 

Invite a couple of friends and get each of them to 

invite a couple of friends and soon you’ll have the 

beginnings of a group. 

10 to 12 people is a good number—not too big that a 

meeting becomes unruly if everyone turns up, and 

not too small that if not everyone turns up there 

aren’t enough for a good discussion. 

While you want to take care over your selection, don’t 

worry about trying to find a book that everyone will love.  

First of all, people are so different in their tastes, that’s 

a hard thing to do and secondly, everyone loving (or 

hating) a book makes for a dull discussion. It’s much 

more lively if there is some disagreement. 

How will you record things? 

Will you record your reading and your meetings 

somewhere? In a notebook or on a blog, wiki or 

other social media site? 

Who will do the recording? Will you take it in turns? 

Will you score your reading? 

One suggestion: 

* I hated it/don’t bother 

** I didn’t like it/not for me but worth trying 

*** I liked it/recommended 

**** I really liked it/one of the best books I’ve read 

this year 

***** I loved it/one of 

the best books 

I’ve ever read 

Can you score the book 

if you haven’t read it at 

all? 

Organising Meetings 

How often will you meet? 

Once a month works best for most groups, but you 

may want to meet more or less frequently. 

Will there be some months when you don’t meet? A 

lot of clubs don’t hold a meeting around Christmas. 

When will you meet? 

Having a regular time will ensure more people can 

schedule meetings in to their routines and come 

regularly. 

Time of day—daytime or evening? 

Day of the Week/Month—eg. First Friday of each 

month. 

Things to consider : 

Where will you meet?  

Will it be in someone’s home, or somewhere public 

like a café, library or pub? 

The advantage of meeting in a member’s home is 

that your group will have privacy and comfort and 

the ability to dictate when you meet.  

Some people are not comfortable having others in 

their home, or their home is too small. Perhaps you 

will need to accept that some members of the group 

will host a meeting while others can’t. 

The advantage of a public meeting space is less 

responsibility and neutrality. 

However, noise from other us-

ers of the space, and possibly 

the added expense of buying 

food and drink may be a turn-

off. 

What will be expected of the 

host? Does the host provide 

food and drink, or the visitors? 

What to Read? 

What will you read? 

If you join a book group you 

will need to accept that you 

will probably be reading 

books you may not ever 

have chosen yourself. This 

can lead you  to some truly 

wonderful experiences, but 

it can also prove quite a 

challenge. 

How will you choose books? 

Will each member take a turn at choosing a book? 

Will you generate a list then vote on which ones to 

read? 

Will your book group be organized around a genre? 

A romance readers group or thrill seekers or histori-

ans? 

Will you know for months in advance what is on the 

reading list, or will you take it meeting by meeting? 

Consider different formats—novels, magazine arti-

cles, graphic novels, short stories, non-fiction 


